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careful enquiry was instituted into all these tenures, from the
largest to the smallest. Those which had any real character of
perpetuity or permanency were respected accordingly; though
naturally there was often much discussion as to what consti-
tuted this permanency. Those which had only a temporary
character were continued in part or in whole for the lives of
the incumbents, and sometimes for one generation after-
wards. Those which were wholly dependent on temporary
service, now to be dispensed with, were still continued in part,
though subjected to curtailment. In some cases it was thought
desirable to commute a limited tenure of land, to a cash allow-
ance from the treasury. Again many were in receipt of pensions
or other allowances in cash from the treasury; the pensions
were generally continued by the British Government; but the
continuance of other cash allowances depended on the sur-
rounding conditions. In these several classes of cases, there
was almost boundless scope for difference of opinion as to what
under all the circumstances constituted liberality or illiberality,
or what was meant by strictness in a judicious or an undue
degree. On the whole a moderate measure of liberality was
allowed, and certainly there was no error in the direction of
over-generosity or extravagance. Thus the interest of the
public as opposed to that of individuals or classes was
properly guarded. Disappointment was felt by the Natives
at the decisions as a whole, and with some even a stronger
feeling prevailed. A government which is conscious of having
conceded as much as was consistent with the public weal must
be prepared to face such objections. This, too, was the feeling
of the Board, but the President, Henry Lawrence, shared
in some degree the sentiments of regret and dissatisfaction
which were feelingly, even touchbgly, expressed* by the Natives
in private interviews, though seldom declared openly. These
important measures, matured after deliberations lasting over
many months and extending to many thousands of cases,
passed off quietly, and the decisions were accepted with
overt loyalty, notwithstanding inward murmurs. Subsequent
experience has abundantly proved the result to be good.